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1.  Beach unit description 

The Midge Point beach unit covers approximately 9.5 kilometres of coastline from the Midge Point Esplanade 

in the north to Yard Creek in the south (Figure 1).   The unit includes three separate stretches of sandy beach; 

approximately 800 metres along Midge Point Esplanade in the north, a 700 metre long beach curving between 

two headlands on the Point, and a 1.8 kilometre stretch in front of the Midge Point residential settlement.  The 

remainder of the coastline includes extensive mangrove fringes, a mangrove-filled bay, rock flats, and low 

headlands. 

 

A large area of land on the Point is State Land under the management of the Department of Environment and 

Resource Management and has no zoning allocated in the current planning scheme (Figures 2, 3).  Remaining 

government-owned coastal lands are either Esplanade or Reserve tenure, and zoned as Open Space, under the 

management of Mackay Regional Council.  A National Park (Bloomsbury Conservation Park) of approximately 3 

ha exists 600 metres from the residential foreshore.  Freehold tenured land within the Midge Point beach unit 

is variously zoned as Village, Rural, and Rural Residential. 

 

Figure 1:  Extent of Midge Point beach unit  
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Figure 2:  Land tenure Midge Point beach unit 
  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3:  Planning scheme zonation Midge Point beach unit 
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2. Conservation and Management Issues     
 

2.1 Vegetation 

2.1.1 Remnant vegetation 

Nearly 150 ha of remnant vegetation remains on government coastal land in the Midge Point beach unit (Table 

1, Figure 4).  The largest portion of this is located on the Midge Point headland and is Eucalypt woodland (RE 

уΦмнΦнлŀύ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ΨƻŦ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴΩ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ǎƛŘŜ of Midge Point has 

ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ т Ƙŀ ƻŦ ΨŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘΩ ƳƛŎǊƻǇƘȅƭƭ ǾƛƴŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƻƴ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ŘǳƴŜǎ όEnvironment Protection 

and Biodiversity Conservation Act EPBC, 1999).   The condition of remnant vegetation on the Point is 

threatened by weed invasion, waste dumping, and vehicle and pedestrian access from Jimmys Rock Road.   

 

The coastal Esplanade to the north west of Midge Point also maintains significant remnant vegetation.  This 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ р Ƙŀ ƻŦ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ΨŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘΩ ƳƛŎrophyll vine forest (beach scrub) (EPBC Act, 

мфффύΣ ŀƴŘ нс Ƙŀ ƻŦ ΨŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘΩ όQueensland Vegetation Management Act, 2005) Melaleuca viridiflora 

woodland.  Opportunities exist to expand and protect these communities through weed management, and 

rehabilitation of adjacent, disturbed dune vegetation.  Extensive mangrove and salt flat communities stretch 

from the north-western Esplanade, around Midge Point headland, to the northern boundary of the residential 

beach front (Figure 4).   

 

Remnant vegetation has been removed from the residential frontage, and pre-clearing mapping shows that 

this area was previously a combination of eucalypt and acacia open forest with beach scrub understorey 

(Environmental Protection Agency, 2003).   

 

The tract of remnant vegetation at Midge Point has previously been identified as a core vegetation 

management unit for conservation and protection (Cooper, Turnbull, Kingston, Hall, Champion, 2001).  Given 

the extent, significance, and continuity of remnant vegetation remaining in the Midge Point beach unit, 

planning scheme and tenure should be amended to afford it increased protection. 

 

A bushfire is an uncontrolled fire burning in forest, scrub or grassland vegetation and may occur in most 

vegetation types in Queensland where there is a fuel path of sufficient dryness to be flammable (Queensland 

Government, 2003).  State Planning Policy 1/03 under the Sustainable Planning Act 2009 deals with the 

mitigation of adverse impacts of bushfire, and includes a natural hazard assessment for bushfires and the 

subsequent provision of safety buffers.  According to this policy, a low hazard score and no prescribed safety 

ōǳŦŦŜǊ ǿƛŘǘƘ ƛǎ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ άƴŀǊǊƻǿ ǎǘǊƛǇǎ ƻŦ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƛƴŜŀǊ ǎƘŀǇŜΣ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ рл ƘŜŎǘŀǊŜǎ ƛƴ 

area and more than one kilomere from the nearest extensive vegetation, on 0-5% slope, with an eastern 

ŀǎǇŜŎǘέ όvǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘ Dovernment, 2003).  All rehabilitation activities undertaken as part of this plan will be 

done so with consideration of this State Planning Policy. 
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Table 1:  Remnant vegetation (Regional Ecosystem) communities at Midge Point 

RE 
(Regional 
Ecosystem) 

Short description  
(Environmental Protection Agency, 2005) 

  Approximate 
area (ha) on 
Coastal Reserve, 
Esplanade and 
State Land 
tenure 

Veg Mgt Act 
status 2005 

Biodiversity 
status 

EPBC Status 

8.1.1 Mangrove vegetation of marine clay plains 
and estuaries. Estuarine wetland. 

7.5 ha 
 

Not of 
concern 

No concern 
at present 

n/a 

8.1.2 Samphire open forbland to isolated clumps of 
forbs on saltpans and plains adjacent to 
mangroves. 

5 ha Not of 
concern 

Of concern n/a 

8.1.3 Sporobolus virginicus grassland on marine 
sediments. 

0.5 ha Of concern Of concern n/a 

8.2.1 Casuarina equisetifolia open-forest to 
woodland with Ipomoea pes-caprae and 
Spinifex sericeus dominated ground layer, on 
foredunes. 

4 ha Of concern Of concern n/a 

8.2.2 Microphyll vine forest on coastal dunes. 13.5 ha Of concern Endangered Critically 
Endangered 

8.2.6a Corymbia tessellaris + Acacia leptocarpa + 
Banksia integrifolia + Melaleuca dealbata + 
beach scrub species open forest on coastal 
parallel dunes. 

5 ha Of concern Of concern n/a 

8.3.2 Melaleuca viridiflora woodland often with 
emergent eucalypts and grassy/herbaceous 
ground layer, on seasonally inundated alluvial 
plains with impeded drainage. 

26 ha 
 

Endangered Endangered n/a 

8.12.20a Eucalyptus drepanophylla and/or E. 
platyphylla ± Corymbia clarksoniana ± C. 
dallachiana woodland on low gently 
undulating landscapes on Mesozoic to 
Proterozoic igneous rocks. 

85.5 ha 
 

Not of 
concern 

Of concern n/a 

8.1.4 Paspalum spp. and Fimbristylis ferruginea 
sedgeland/grassland (estuarine wetland). 
Includes areas of deep open water with 
clumps of Schoenoplectus littoralis ± 
Eleocharis dulcis. 

Freehold 
tenure.  Not 
included in 
beach unit 
works. 

Of concern Endangered n/a 

8.3.1a Riverine wetland or fringing riverine wetland. 
Semi-deciduous (complex) notophyll/ 
mesophyll vine forest. Occurs on Cainozoic 
alluvial plains fringing or in vicinity of 
watercourses. 

Freehold 
tenure.  Not 
included in 
beach unit 
works. 

Of concern Endangered n/a 

8.3.3.a Riverine wetland or fringing riverine wetland. 
Melaleuca leucadendra or M. fluviatilis 
and/or Casuarina cunninghamiana fringing 
open-forest to woodland. Occurs on sandy or 
rocky creek beds. 

Freehold 
tenure.  Not 
included in 
beach unit 
works. 

Not of 
concern 

Of concern n/a 

8.3.5 Corymbia clarksoniana + Lophostemon 
suaveolens + Eucalyptus platyphylla 
woodland, or E. platyphylla woodland on 
alluvial plains 

Freehold 
tenure.  Not 
included in 
beach unit 
works. 

Of concern Endangered n/a 



 

7  
 

 

8.12.3a Notophyll rainforest/microphyll rainforest ± 
Araucaria cunninghamii. Occurs on coastal 
hills ranges on Mesozoic to Proterozoic 
igneous rocks. Contains minor areas of 
Tertiary acid volcanic. Lower altitudes and 
drier or more exposed situations than RE 
8.12.2. 

Freehold 
tenure.  Not 
included in 
beach unit 
works. 

Not of 
concern 

No concern 
at present 

n/a 

8.12.6a Eucalyptus drepanophylla and E. platyphylla 
woodland to open-forest. Occurs on low hills 
and foothills on Mesozoic to Proterozoic 
igneous rocks. 

Freehold 
tenure.  Not 
included in 
beach unit 
works. 

Not of 
concern 

No concern 
at present 

n/a 

8.12.12a Mixed open forest to woodland of Corymbia 
intermedia ± Eucalyptus portuensis ± E. 
platyphylla ± E. drepanophylla ± E . 
tereticornis. Occurs on lower and mid-slopes 
of mountains and hills formed on Mesozoic to 
Proterozoic igneous rocks. 

Freehold 
tenure.  Not 
included in 
beach unit 
works. 

Not of 
concern 

No concern 
at present 

n/a 
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Figure 4:  Remnant vegetation Midge Point beach unit 
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2.1.2 Vegetation zonation  

Approximately 85% of the Midge Point beach unit coastline retains natural vegetation zonation and function.   

A mangrove zone is present around much of the low energy coastline of the Midge Point beach unit, affording 

significant protection for the development of frontal dune and inland communities (Figure 5).  These sand dune 

communities include both colonising spinifex and casuarina woodland on foredunes, and microphyll vine 

forests (beach scrub) (Figure 6). 

 

An interruption of natural dune zonation occurs where remnant vegetation has been removed along residential 

frontage (Figure 7) and Herb Winton Park (Figure 8).  Revegetation along the frontal dunes in these areas may 

provide the dunes increased resilience into the future.   

 

  
Figure 5:  Mangrove communities line much of the Midge 
Point beach unit; providing protection for the 
development of extensive frontal dune and inland 
communities.   

Figure 6:  Beach scrub communities are present on the 
foredune in protected areas along the northern Esplanade 
and on the east facing sandy beach on the Midge Point 
headland. 

  
Figure 7:  Natural dune zonation has been partially 
removed in front of the residential settlement of Midge 
Point, with a mown recreational parkland and removed 
understorey. 

Figure 8:  Natural dune zonation has been removed at 
Herb Winton Park on the northern Esplanade. 
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2.1.3 Non-native vegetation 

Many non-native species are present along the east facing dunes in front of the Midge Point residential 

settlement, reflecting the high levels of past disturbance and proximity to urban residence.  These include a 

variety of both garden escapees and environmental weeds such as Guinea grass (Megathyrsus maximus) and 

lantana (Lantana camara) which increase fuel loads and threaten to outcompete native vegetation (Figure 9).  

Stands of coconut palms (Cocos nucifera) on the Reserve drop fronds which displace native vegetation, do not 

reduce wind erosion and accelerate wave erosion when they fall (Environmental Protection Agency, 2004) 

(Figure 10).   

 

Midge Point headland and northern Esplanade also contains a range of non-native vegetation including 

leucaena (Leucaena leucocephala), lantana, Guinea grass and various herbaceous weeds particularly in 

disturbed areas and along the margins of Jimmys Rock Road and access paths. 

 

 

  
Figure 9:  Stands of lantana (Lantana camara) threaten to 
out-compete native vegetation and increase the risk of 
fire.  

Figure 10:  Coconut palms (Cocos nucifera) pose problems 
with the risk of falling coconuts, ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƴŘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
readily decay prevent regeneration by native species. 
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2.1.4 Waste dumping 
Vegetative and other waste dumping is present in the Midge Point beach unit, particularly on the Midge Point 

headland with access via Jimmys Rock Road and various associated vehicle tracks (Figures 11, 12). 

 

  
Figures 11 and 12:  Dumping of vegetative and other waste on Esplanade, Reserve and State Land in the Midge Point 
beach unit, creating a public nuisance, introducing weed species, increasing fire risk, and reducing the condition of the 
ecosystem. 

 

 

2.2  Public access and facilities 

 

There are nine official beach access paths along the residential Reserve foreshore at Midge Point (Figures 13, 

20).  One of these access ways is an official boat ramp (Figure 14), and two others have vehicle access points 

with boat launching permitted directly in front of the access tracks provided.  Fencing has been installed along 

the Reserve to define the recreational area and to direct pedestrians and vehicles to these access point (Figure 

15).   

 

Several unofficial paths currently provide access from Jimmys Rock Road to the beach front on Midge Point 

headland (Figure 19).  Vehicle access via these paths is being used for waste dumping, and further reduces the 

condition of remnant vegetation communities through increased disturbance and the introduction of weed 

species.  Similarly, vehicle access to the salt flats destroys marine vegetation and alters soil hydrology (Figure 

16).  Unofficial access to the beach front is also provided via Herb Winton Park (Figure 17), where foredune 

vegetation has largely been removed.  Rationalisation of these unofficial access points is required, and vehicle 

access to the foreshore should be restricted, with the exception of the boat ramp on Midge Point headland 

(Figure 18).   

 

The mown parkland Reserve adjacent to the residential area is the key recreational park provided in the Midge 

Point beach unit, with picnic and toilet facilities provided.  Herb Winton Park on the northern Esplanade is 

additionally facilitated with tables and rubbish bins.  Defining the boundary of Herb Winton Park using fencing 

or bollarding will benefit dune rehabilitation, prevent vehicle access to the beach, and reduce maintenance 

required in the long term.    
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Figure 13:  Example of official beach access on Midge Point 
Reserve residential frontage (Access #9, Figure 20). 

Figure 14:  Official boat ramp on Midge Point Reserve; one 
of three vehicle access points. (Access # 5, Bundesen 
Avenue, Figure 20).  

  
Figure 15:  Fencing within the Reserve defines the 
recreational area and directs pedestrian and vehicle traffic 
to access points. 

Figure 16:  An unofficial vehicle access track has been 
created off Jimmys Rock Road, providing access to salt flat 
communities. 

  
Figure 17:  Vehicles are able to access the beach front via 
Herb Winton Park. 

Figure 18:  An unofficial vehicle access track from Jimmys 
Rock Road leads to an unofficial boat ramp on the Midge 
Point headland. 

 

 


