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1.  Beach unit description 

Blacks Beach stretches for approximately four kilometres from the northern rocky outcrop to McCreadys Creek 

(Figure 1).  The northern end of the beach is wave-exposed, widening to intertidal sand flats towards 

McCreadys Creek mouth (Short, 2000).  A rock wall has been built in front of beachfront properties along the 

central and northern sections of the beach.   

 

The northern section of Blacks Beach is largely comprised of properties zoned as Special Activities (Tourism), 

with Freehold tenure extending to the beach front in some areas (Figures 2, 3).  Coastal frontage along the 

southern end of Blacks Beach is under Reserve tenure and trustee of Mackay Regional Council.  Reserve tenure 

along Blacks Beach is correspondingly zoned as Open Space.  A 27 hectare Freehold tenure block remains in the 

centre of Blacks Beach spit and is split between Urban Expansion and Rural zones.  Blacks Beach is an area of 

high growth, with a number of new residential subdivisions having been or currently being established in the 

area.   

 

Figure 1:  Extent of Blacks Beach unit  
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Figure 2:  Land tenure Blacks Beach    Figure 3:  Planning scheme zonation Blacks Beach

  
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:  Digital Cadastral Data 2008 supplied by Mackay 
Regional Council.  

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:  Planning Scheme Zone Data 2008 supplied by Mackay 
Regional Council.  
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2. Conservation and Management Issues     

2.1 Vegetation 

2.1.1 Remnant vegetation 

The largest amount of remnant vegetation remains at the southern end of Blacks Beach in Reserve tenure, 

making it an important area for conservation (Table 1, Figure 4).  The vegetation is predominantly a mix of 

eucalypt and acacia open forest with beach scrub understorey.  Approximately 7 hectares of microphyll vine 

forest on coastal dunes (RE 8.2.2Σ ΨōŜŀŎƘ ǎŎǊǳōΩ) has been identified in this zone on Reserve tenure and is listed 

ŀǎ Ψ/ǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ 9ƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘΩ by federal legislation (Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act, 

1999).  Key threats to this community include inappropriate fire regimes, weed invasion, impacts of coastal 

development and recreational use. 

 

Other remnant vegetation at Blacks Beach includes grassland occurring on the northern rocky outcrop on 

Esplanade and Reserve tenure; and mangrove and saltpan communities on the western margin of Blacks Beach 

spit on Reserve tenure (Table 1, Figure 4). 

 

A bushfire is an uncontrolled fire burning in forest, scrub or grassland vegetation and may occur in most 

vegetation types in Queensland where there is a fuel path of sufficient dryness to be flammable (Queensland 

Government, 2003).  State Planning Policy 1/03 under the Sustainable Planning Act 2009 deals with the 

mitigation of adverse impacts of bushfire, and includes a natural hazard assessment for bushfires and the 

subsequent provision of safety buffers.  According to this policy, a low hazard score and no prescribed safety 

ōǳŦŦŜǊ ǿƛŘǘƘ ƛǎ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ άƴŀǊǊƻǿ ǎǘǊƛǇǎ ƻŦ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƛƴŜŀǊ ǎƘŀǇŜΣ ƭŜǎǎ than 50 hectares in 

area and more than one kilomere from the nearest extensive vegetation, on 0-5% slope, with an eastern 

ŀǎǇŜŎǘέ όvǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ нллоύΦ  !ƭƭ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

done so with consideration of this State Planning Policy. 
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Table 1:  Remnant vegetation (Regional Ecosystem) communities at Blacks Beach 

Regional  
Ecosystem 
(RE) 

Short description  
(Environmental Protection Agency, 2005) 

  Approximate area 
(ha) on Reserve and 
Esplanade tenure 

Vegetation 
Management 
Act status 
2005 

Biodiversity 
status 

EPBC Status 

8.1.1 Mangrove vegetation of marine clay 
plains and estuaries. Estuarine wetland. 

4.2 ha Not of 
concern 

No concern 
at present 

n/a 

8.1.2 Samphire open forbland to isolated 
clumps of forbs on saltpans and plains 
adjacent to mangroves. 

0.5 ha Not of 
concern 

Of concern n/a 

8.2.2 Microphyll vine forest on coastal dunes. 7.1 ha Of concern Endangered Critically 
Endangered 

8.2.6 Corymbia tessellaris + Acacia leptocarpa + 
Banksia integrifolia + Melaleuca dealbata 
+ beach scrub species open forest on 
coastal parallel dunes. 

18.9 ha Of concern Of concern n/a 

8.2.11 Melaleuca spp. woodland in parallel dune 
swales (wetlands). 

1 ha Of concern Of concern n/a 

8.12.13a Xanthorrhoea latifolia subsp. latifolia 
shrubland, or Imperata cylindrica 
grassland. Occurs on slopes of islands and 
headlands on Mesozoic to Proterozoic 
igneous rocks, and Tertiary acid to 
intermediate volcanics. 

1 ha Of concern Of concern n/a 

8.2.13a Corymbia tessellaris, Melaleuca spp., 
Livistona decora, Corymbia intermedia, E. 
tereticornis open-forest. Some areas of 
Acacia spp. closed-forest with C. 
tessellaris.  

Freehold tenure.  
Not included in 
beach unit 
recommendations. 

Endangered Endangered n/a 
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Figure 4:  Remnant vegetation Blacks Beach   
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2.1.2 Vegetation zonation  

The southern end of Blacks Beach (south of Anglers Parade) maintains the full complex of dune zonation with 

colonising spinifex and casuarina woodland on foredunes, and open forest and/or beach scrub communities 

beyond the frontal dune (Figures 5, 6).  The condition of parts of this remnant vegetation is reduced in some 

areas owing to; inappropriate access, disturbance, erosion, dense stands of non-native vegetation, and the 

effects of past fires. 

 

Where residential areas border Reserve and Esplanade tenures in the central region of the beach, there are 

some cases where native vegetation has been removed and dunal areas have become an extension of adjacent 

lawns and gardens (Figure 7).   

 

The presence of the rock wall along the northern end of the beach has removed the capacity for natural dune 

zonation in this area (Figure 8). 

 

  
 Figure 5 and 6:  Southern end of Blacks Beach with dunal zonation in place from colonising spinifex to open 
woodlands and beach scrub communities on dunes. 

  
Figure 7:  In some areas of Blacks Beach, dune vegetation 
has been removed and Reserve/ Esplanade has become 
an extension of neighbouring properties.  

Figure 8:  Presence of the rock wall at the northern end of 
Blacks Beach has removed the capacity for natural dune 
zonation.  
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2.1.3 Non-native vegetation 

Dense stands of Guinea grass (Megathyrsus maximus) and lantana (Lantana camara) threaten to outcompete 

native vegetation and pose a fire threat to fire sensitive remnant vegetation communities throughout the 

Reserve at the southern end of the beach (Figure 9).  Dunal areas of Reserve or Esplanade tenure being 

maintained as extensions of lawns and gardens were key sites observed to have stands of non-native 

vegetation.  Leucaena (Leucaena leucocephala) and Guinea grass threaten remnant vegetation at the northern 

end of the beach.  Additional declared weeds (Land Protection Pest and Stock Route Management Act, 2002) 

were also recorded along the length of the beach including prickly pear (Opuntia sp.) (Figure 10), mother of 

millions (Bryophyllum sp.), and singapore daisy (Sphagneticola trilobata). 

 

  
Figure 9:  Dense stands of Lantana and Guinea grass pose a 
fire threat and outcompete native vegetation along Blacks 
Beach. 

Figure 10: Declared Prickly pear (Opuntia sp.) on Blacks 
Beach. 

 

2.1.4 Waste dumping 

Vegetative waste is present on dunes at Blacks Beach, particularly where there are adjacent residential areas 

(Figures 11, 12).  Dumping of general waste was observed throughout the remnant vegetation on Freehold and 

Reserve land where unregulated vehicle access is occurring (Figures 13, 14). 

 

  
Figure 11 and 12:  Dumping and accumulation of vegetative waste on dunes at Blacks Beach.  
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Figure 13 and 14:  General waste has been dumped at Blacks Beach Spit, on both the Freehold and Reserve land, 
reducing the aesthetic value and creating a public nuisance for management organisations.  Photos by Matt Bloor. 

 

 

2.2  Public access and facilities 

There are eight designated beach access points provided with fencing and associated infrastructure along 

Blacks Beach (Figures 15, 21).  Several unofficial access tracks also exist along the length of the beach, and 

bollarding has been undertaken on the eastern side of some of these to prevent vehicle access to the beach.   

 

Post and rail fencing has been partially installed along the western margin of Reserve tenure south of Anglers 

Parade where new residential development is occurring (Figure 16).  Fencing of the dunes and a mown open 

space on Reserve tenure is also associated with the Turtle Place beach access.  There is currently no fencing 

behind residential areas between Anglers Parade and Turtle Place access points, and inappropriate 

management of the Reserve and beach access subsequently occurs (Figures 17, 18). 

 

Recreational facilities are provided at Blacks Beach Park at the northern end of Bourke Street with toilet, BBQ, 

tables, playground and parking facilities.  Additional car parking and/ or mown areas are associated with Turtle 

Place, Pitt Street and Anglers Parade beach access points.   

 

There are no official boat ramps along Blacks Beach, with the closest being on the southern bank of McCreadys 

Creek via Andergrove (Figure 21) or Eimeo Creek on Sunset Boulevard.  A make shift boat ramp has been 

constructed on the northern bank of McCreadys Creek in this beach unit (Figure 19).  Unregulated vehicle 

access to Blacks Beach spit occurs from the end of Pacific Drive and Corella way through Freehold tenure, 

causing remnant vegetation to be opened up to disturbance and condition reduced (Figure 20).  Vehicle access 

to the spit through Reserve land is closed to the public. 
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Figure 15:  One of the eight official beach access points 
along Blacks Beach.  

Figure 16:  The western side of the Reserve has been 
partially fenced south of Anglers Parade.  

  
Figures 16 and 17:  Where no fencing is present to delineate tenure boundaries and access points, the Reserve is 
being inappropriately managed by adjacent residential areas and multiple unofficial access points are opened up. 

  
Figure 19:  A make shift boat ramp has been constructed 
on McCreadys Creek, using vehicular access to Blacks 
Beach Spit through Freehold tenure. 

Figure 20:  Unregulated vehicular access to Blacks Beach 
Spit occurs and multiple tracks have opened up the 
remnant vegetation. 

 

   


