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1. Beach unit escription

Blacks Beach stretchésr approximately foutkkilometresfrom the northern rocky outcrop tdicCreadg Creek

(Fgure 1). The northern end of the beach is waxposed, widening to intedial sand flats towards
McCreadg Creek mouth (Short, 2000). A rock wall has been buitbirt 6f beachfront properties along the
central and northern sections of the beach.

The northern section of Blacks Beach is largely comprised of properties zoned as Special Activities (Tourism),
with Freehold tenure extending to the beach front in soareas (Figure2, 3). Coastal frontage along the
southern end of Blacks Beach is under Reserve tenurérasige of Mackay Regional Council. Resdermire

along Black8eachis correspondingly zoned &pen Jace. A 27 éctareFreehold tenure block reains in the

centre of Blacks Beach spit and is split between Urban Expansion and Rural zones. Blacks Beach is an area of
high growth, with a nurber of new residential subdivisions hag been orcurrently being established in the

area.

Figure 1: Extet of Blacks Beach unit
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Figure 2:Land enure Blacks Beach

Figure 3: Planning scheme zonation Blacks Beach
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2. Conservation and Management Issues

2.1 Vegetation

2.1.1 Remnant vegetation

The largest amountf remnant vegetation remains at theosithern end of Blacks Beach imrdRrvetenure,
making it an important area for conservatigmable 1, Figure 4) The vegetation is predominantly a mix of
eucalypt and acacia open forest with beach scamderstorey. Approxinmately 7 hectaresof microphyll vine
forest on coastal duneRE 8.2.2 W6 S| \hKs bée® iNdidigih this zoneon Reserve tenurand islisted

& W/ NRRIAOD BydsiEtablegislation Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservatioty A
1999. Key threats to this community include inappropriate fire regimes, weed invasion, impacts of coastal
development and recreational use.

Other remnant vegetation at Blacks Beach includes grassland occurring on the northern rocky autcrop
Esplamde and Reserve tenurand mangrove and saltpan communities on the western margin of Blacks Beach
spiton Reserve tenuréTable 1, Figure 4).

A bushfire is an uncontrolled fire burning in forest, scrub or grassland vegetation and may occur in most
vegetaion types in Queensland where there is a fuel path of sufficient dryness to be flammable (Queensland
Government, 2003). State Planning Policy 1/03 under Shstainable Planning Act 20@feals with the
mitigation of adverse impacts of bushfire, and im#a a natural hazard assessment for bushfires and the
subsequent provision of safety buffers. According to this policy, a low hazard score and no prescribed safety
0dzZFFSNJ 6ARGK Aa ff20FGSR (2 ayl NN2g thad Blhhed@mres2irF O2 |
area and more than one kilomere from the nearest extensive vegetation,-6% Glope, with an eastern
FaLISO0e ovdsSSSyatlyR D2OSNYYSYdzZ HnnolO® lff NBKFOA
done so with consider&n of this State Planning Policy.




Table 1: Remnant vegetatiofRegional Ecosystentpmmunities at Blacks Beach

Livistona decora, Corymbia intermedia,
tereticornisopenforest. Some areas of
Acacia sppclosedforest with C.

tessellaris.

Not included in
beach unit
recommendations.

Regional | Short description Approximate area Vegetation Biodiversity | EPBC Status
Ecosystem| (Environmental Protection Agency, 2005) (ha) on Reserve and| Management| status
(RE) Esplanade tenure Act status
2005
8.1.1 Mangrove vegedtion of marine clay 4.2 ha Not of No concern | n/a
plains andestuaries. Estuarine wetland concern at present
8.1.2 Samphire open forbland to isolated 0.5 ha Not of Of concern | n/a
clumps of forls on saltpans and plains concern
adjacent to mangroves
8.2.2 Microphyll vine forest on coastal dunes | 7.1 ha Of concern | Endangered| Critically
Endangered
8.2.6 Corymbia tessellaris Acacia leptocarpa | 18.9 ha Of concern | Of concern | n/a
Banksia integrifolia- Melaleuca dealbata
+beach scrub species openrést on
coastal parallel dunes.
8.2.11 Melaleuca sppwoodland in parallel dune 1 ha Of concern | Of concern | n/a
swales (wetlands)
8.12.13a | Xanthorrhoea latifolia subsp.tiéolia 1 ha Of concern | Of concern | n/a
shrubland, oimperata cylindrica
grassland. Occurs on slopes of islands &
headlands on Mesozoic to Proterozoic
igneous rocks, and Tertiary acid to
intermediate volcanics.
8.2.13a | Corymbia tessellaris, Melaleucapsp Freehold tenure. | Endangered| Endangered| n/a
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Figure 4: Remnant vegetatioBlacks Beach




2.1.2 \egetation pnation

The southern end of Blacks Bedgsbuth of Anglers Parad@)aintains the full comgx of dune zonation with
colonsing spinifex andcasuarinawoodland on foredunes, and open forest and/or beach scrub communities
beyond the frontal dungFigures 56). The conditionof parts of thisremnant vegetation is reduced in some
areas owing to; inappropriate access, disturbance, erosion, dense stands -@fatioe vegetation, and the
effects of past fires.

Where residenil areas border Reserve andpanade tenuresn the central region of the beachhere are
some cases where native vegetation has been removed and dunal areas have become an extension of adjacent
lawns and garden@-igure 7)

The presence of theockwall along thenorthern end of the beach has removed the capacity for natural dune
zonationin this areaFigure 8)

Figure 5 and 6:Southern end of Blacks Beach wilhinal
woodlands and beac sduu:omunities on ues.
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Figure 7:In some areas of Blacks Beadhne \egetationFigure 8:Presence of theock wallat the northern end o
has been removed andeRerve/Esplanade has becomeBlacks Beach lsaemoved the capacity for natural dune
an extension of neighbouring properties. zonation.




2.1.3 Non-native vegetation

Dense stands ofsuinea grassMegathyrais maxims) and lantana Lantana camarathreaten to outcompete
native vegetation angose a fire threat to fire sensitiveemnant vegéation communitiesthroughout the
Reserve at the southern end of the bea¢Rigure 9) Dunal areas of Reserve osanade tenure being
maintained as extensions of lawns and gardens wkeg sitesobserved to have tands of nonnative
vegetation. Leucaen (Leucaena leucocephaland Guinea grasthreatenremnant vegetation athe northern
end of the beach Additional declaredveeds Land Prtection Pest and Stock Route ManagemAat, 2002)
were also recorded along thiength ofthe beach includingrickly pear Opuntia sp). (Figure 10) mother of
millions Bryophyllum sp, andsingapore daisy§phagneticoldrilobata).

"A‘:‘/ : g " : .‘- NN
Prickly pea©fpuntia sp). on Blacks

2.1.4 Wastedumping

Vegetative wastas present ordunes at Blacks Beach, particularly where theme adjacent residential areas
(Figures 1112). Dumping of general waste was observed thrbog the remnant vegetation onréeholdand
Reservdand where unregulated vehicle access is occuifiiigures 1314).
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Figure Band 14: General waste hmbeen dumped at Blacks Beach Spit, on both the Freehold and Reserve |
reducing the aesthetic value and creating a public nuisance for management organis&fwtss by Matt Bloor.

22 Public access and facilities

There areeight designated bedt access pointgrovided with fencingand associated infrastructure along
Blacks BeackFigures 15, 21). Several unofficiahccesdracksalso existalong the length of the beach, and
bollarding has been undertaken on the eastern side of some of thegeetent vehicle access to the beach.

Post and rail fencing has beeartially installed along the western margin oeRerve tenure south of Anglers
Parade where new residential development is occurfiigure 1§ Fencing of the dunes armdmown open
spaceon Reserve tenure islso associated witkhe Turtle Placébeach accessThere is currently no fencing
behind residential areasetween Anglers Paradend Turtle Place access points, and inappropriate
management of the Reserve and beach acsats&uently occurgFigures 17, 18)

Recreational facilities are provided at Blacks Beach &atie northern end of Bourke Streetvith toilet, BBQ,
tables, playground and parking facilities. Additional car parkivdj or mown areas arassociated withlurtle
Place Pitt Street and Anglers Parade beach access points.

There are no official boat naps along Blacks Beach, with the closest beimghe southern bank of McCreadys

Creek via Andergrove (Figupd) or Eimeo Creek on Sunset Boulevar.make shit boat ramp has been
constructed onthe northern bank ofMcCreadys Creek this beach unifFigure 19. Unregulated vehicle
access to Blacks Beach spit occurs from the end of Pacific Drive and Corella way through Freehold tenure,
causing remnant vegetiin to be opened up to disturbance and condition redu¢Eijure 2Q. Vehicle access

to the spit through Reserve land is closed to the public.
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Figure Bb: One of teeightofficial beach accespois
along Blacks Beach.

. ~—~
Figurel6: The western sid of the Reserve has been
partially fenced south of Anglers Parade.

Figures 16 and 17Where no fencing is present to delin
being inappropriately managed by adjacent residential

eate tenure boundaaird access poinishe Reserve is
areas andptalinofficial access points are opened up.

Figure 19 A make shift boat ramp has been constructe
on McCreadys Creek, using vehicular access to Black

Figure 20 Unregulated vehicular access to Blacks Beq
Spt occurs and multiple tracks have opened up the

Beach Spit through Freehold tenure.

remnant vegetation.
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